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Demands of the movement Bargeld zählt! 
 
Covid-19 has accelerated digitization in all areas of society, including payments. 
Large supermarket chains continue to ask customers to use cashless payment only, 
even though it was quickly clear that cash is medically safe, also in times of the 
pandemic.  
 
The after-effects of this misinformation are tangible. Cash has a range of essential 
positive characteristics that no other means of payment can offer. It also ensures 
freedom of choice for citizens when it comes to making payments (see Bargeld zählt! 
position paper). The Bargeld zählt! initiative has therefore decided on the following 
demands: 
 
1. Cash is legal tender in Germany.  

Demand: “Regulation is required, ensuring that all businesses, service providers 
and retailers in Germany are obliged to accept cash payments by their customers, 
naturally in accordance with all legal requirements.”  
 

2. Cash supply for citizens and businesses must be legally guaranteed. As an 
example, at the start of 2020 Sweden passed a law to ensure an adequate supply 
of cash in the country in response to the undersupply at the time. 
Demand: “It must be ensured that citizens and companies have access to cash 
within a reasonable distance (according to political stipulations). This applies for 
both depositing cash and for making payments/withdrawals.” 
 

3. Cash is a public good which is provided to the nation by the respective 
government and central bank to ensure a stable economic, currency and financial 
system and to facilitate participation in society. This original character and 
purpose of cash as a public good is currently being undermined by commercial 
banks because they are charging businesses and companies ever-higher fees for 
the handling and processing of cash. Private individuals are also increasingly 
being confronted with high fees when they withdraw cash from ATMs. 
Demand: “Fees for businesses and companies regarding withdrawals and 
deposits and for cash handling are to be regulated in a way as to not exceed a 
maximum rate of 0.05% of the sum in question.” 
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The movement Bargeld zählt! was established in 2020 with the aim of ensuring 
access to, acceptance and availability of cash in Germany. 
   
Supporters of Bargeld zählt! include 
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